HOBBIES TRIVIA 


e To prevent drunken driving, says a "perfect hostess", don't serve drinks during the last two hours of 
a party. Could work. Still, theorists nearby suggest there might not be any "last two hours" at such a 
party. 

e You can call your yacht, if you ever get a yacht, almost anything, but you can't call it "Mayday". 

e A Tokyo driver ticketed for leaving a car overnight in a no-parking zone now is fined the equivalent 
of more than two weeks' wages. 

e You are going to spend about 15.4 million dollars this week on running your cars through car 
washes. That's the U.S. collective "you." Like "you all." 

e Can you explain why 24 times as many yoyos were sold in 1990 as in 1989? Most mysterious. 

e Every car taken off the road in Australia has to be turned over to a car dealer for recycling. That's a 
new law there. 

e According to Secret Service statistics not secret, more than 91 percent of the counterfeit currencies 
circulating in Africa are phony US $100 bills, the No. 1 fake denomination worldwide. 

e When the Ford Motor Co. turned out Model T.'s every 24 seconds, it made a net profit of $2 per 
Car. 

e When a backward country moves from bicycles to motorcycles, that's good. When it moves from 
motorcycles to autos, that's not so good. Or so contends a Far East expert. The switch to cars, he 
says, means labor costs go up, forcing numerous little companies out of business, thus putting 
countless hands out of work. 

e You know the original wicker furniture was woven from the exotic imported rattan palm. But were 
you aware it was invented in Massachusetts? When people of China, India, Asia and the South Pacific 
finally got it, they called it "newfangled" or their word for that. 

e You've seen those flashing arrows on highway department trucks. The ones that flash in sequence 
repeatedly to wave you right or left. That illusion of motion where there is no motion has a name: "Phi 
phenomenon." 

e The man who came up with the "In God We Trust" motto - Treasury Secretary Salmon F. Chase - is 
also the man who decided arbitrarily that our paper money ought to be green. 

e Q: Ifa floating log is the oldest vehicle, what was the second oldest? 

A: A sled, scholars think. 

e A third of the money in circulation during the Civil War was counterfeit, according to the historical 
footnotes. 

e Q: What killed off the free road maps? 

A: The Arab oil embargo in the autumn of 1973. A year earlier, oil companies handed out 250 million 
maps, more than ever before. 

e Travel agents say the tourists' most common complaint about almost any place is "too many 
tourists." 

e If you worked for the original Henry Ford in 1913 and owned any car other than a Ford, you were 
fired. 

e Safest time to drive, nationally, is on a Monday or Tuesday in January, it's reported. 

e When your great granddad bought his car - before 1909 - he had to pay extra for the optional 
windshield. 

e Collectors of railroad memorabilia save playing cards of a certain sort. Many early baggage 
handlers couldn't read. So specific playing cards, which they could identify, were attached to luggage 
to designate destinations. 

e Every year about 150, maybe 200, little post offices close or open because of population shifts. 

e When Sweden banned car horns, its traffic accident rate dropped. 

e Safest hour of the week to drive a car is Sunday noon. Most dangerous is Sunday 3 a.m. Just nine 
hours apart. 

e At last count, the average American receives about 254 pieces of third-class mail each year, twice 
as many as Norway, our closest competitor with 120. Both are far ahead of last-place Ireland, where 
citizens must struggle to make six pieces of junk mail last 365 days. 


e The first person to be killed in an auto accident in the United States was Henry H. Bliss, a 68-year- 
old real estate broker. On September 14, 1899, in New York City, Mr. Bliss stepped from a streetcar, 
turned to assist a woman passenger, and was hit by a cab. 

e The Independence Hall clock depicted on the back of a 100 dollar bill is set at 4:10, I'm told. 

e U.S. gas rationing was imposed during World War II to conserve tires, not gasoline. That's what 
historians will tell you. The United States and its allies controlled 85 percent of the world's oil, but 
Japan with its Indochina forces controlled 97 percent of the world's rubber. 

e New Zealand's term for speed bumps is "Judder Bars." 

e Letno Irish forget it was one Timothy O'Sullivan who took the first photographs of the Grand 
Canyon. In the fall of 1871, that. 

e The kingdom of Bhutan between India and Tibet also issues postage stamps. One has Donald 
Duck on it. 

e Car passengers call it a "sun roof." Limo passengers call it a "moon roof." Hardly anybody goes by 
limo in the sunshine, says the driver of a stretch. 

e Your ancestors and mine promised to pay an account by signing their names at the foot of a billing 
list. And the phrase for that act eventually was shortened: "To foot the bill." 

e Airmail got its start before airplanes. By balloon. Out of Cincinnati. In July of 1835, one Richard 
Clayton sailed east 85 miles into a storm. It sent him down, and that ended it. For awhile, anyway. 

e Why the Babylonians had a word for "carpool" is not in the record at hand. But they did. It 
translates as "kalaka." 

e In Europe, that motor vehicle with the best safety record is the moped. 

e Those who document the devices of fortune tellers report one Kansas City entrepreneur recounts 
for cash the previous lives of his clients' Teddy bears. 

e Q: The position of a postage stamp once had different meanings. Can you tell me more about this? 
A: | haven't heard anything about it in this country, but in certain European countries, the positioning of 
stamps is said to have been a form of communication between lovers. In France, a stamp affixed 
upside-down and standing on its right corner meant, "I'm upset"; upside-down and on its left corner 
meant, "It's all over between us." A stamp lying on its side meant, "Wait for news." The Germans used 
two stamps for messages. If both were upside-down and side-by-side, it meant, "I'm yours forever." 
Maybe we could try a variation on our valentines in this country. A single stamp affixed upside-down 
would mean, "I'm head over heels in love with you." 

e Nine out of 10 car crashes would be avoided if drivers could hit the brakes one second sooner. So 
contends a Mercedes-Benz executive. Interesting. Would a car with hand brakes on the steering 
wheel help? If not, why not? 

e One man was responsible for building more highways than any other sole person in history: Robert 
Moses, architect of New York State's highway system. He never learned to drive, incidentally. 

e Q: Name the only state with cooked food on its license plate. 

A: Maine. A boiled red lobster. Locals who don't like its looks can delobster their plates with a paint 
brush, that's legal. 

e Five percent of the world's people get 75 percent of its income. 

e The "stage" in "stagecoach" meant the coach took trips in stages. Of maybe 20 miles each 
between changes of horses. 

e Client saw this sign on an antique vehicle at a Des Moines, lowa, classic car show: "Buttons and 
buckles scratch. Please do not lean on this car unless you are naked." 

e People become attached to all sorts of lifeless objects, but to one sort more than any other, 
according to an antiques auctioneer: cuckoo clocks. 

e Kites, too, can fly a lot faster than the wind that pushes them. 

e More Americans went to gambling casinos than to Major League ballparks in 1993, too. 

e Social scientists say, "You're typical if you write 24 personal checks a month." 

e Some of Japan's freeways were built directly over housetops. 

e July is the big month for fatal car crashes. Next is August. Then September. Month with the fewest 
such fatalities is February. Less driving. Not as many days. 

e Seven out of 10 people who lock themselves out of their hotel rooms are women, according to 
hostelry housekeepers. 


e Those who calculate odds in casinos say: For every 100 dollars you bet on roulette - if you play 
enough to match the averages - you can expect to lose $5.20. 

e World's first stolen car was a Peugeot. Baron de Zuylen of France in June 1896 took it back to the 
manufacturer's plant in Paris for repairs. A mechanic there made off with it. 

e A ruined castle in Wulkow, Germany - built in 1697 - was put on sale for one mark (roughly 72 
cents American) in July of 1995; apparently, the structure was deemed beyond repair and the previous 
owners simply did not want to be bothered with the mess. The castle was sold to an award-winning 
ecological group who still have hopes of restoring the building to its former glory. 

e As major league batting averages go up, stock market averages go down. As the color yellow 
becomes more popular, stocks go up. As men's ties get wider, stocks go down. As women's hemlines 
rise, stocks go up. So reports a student of baffling statistics. This is the same authority who says April 
stock buyers will be poorer come July. 

e Could be you, too, have a few Barbie dolls around your scatter. Report is 19 out of 20 little girls 
own Barbie dolls. And the average among them owns seven. 

e Those who purport to know say it's unsafe to drive on never-used tires that have been on the shelf 
for four years. 

e A study out of China indicates the typical Chinese family spent 40 cents in 1989 on toys for 
children. 

e First Model T Fords were green with red stripes. 

e Understand you never read anything in the newspapers of Charleston, S.C., about the city's annual 
St. Cecelia Ball. It's said to be too exclusive for any sort of publicity at all. 

e List 1977 as the year more American cars were recalled for possible flaws than were built. 

e July 8th is Plan Your Vacation Day. On that day, the first U.S. passport was issued in 1796. 

e Some middle schools in China now offer classes in bridge. 

e A Michigan clergyman in the early 1900s called the teddy bear a catastrophic menace that could 
destroy motherly instincts and lead to universal human extinction. 

e What a car crash does to your weight is awesome. In a collision, if you weigh 150 pounds, you can 
instantly weigh 3,000 pounds, or - if it's extremely severe - even 9,000 pounds. 

e The French during their great revolution replaced the king, queen and jack on their playing cards 
with Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. 

e HERE 


